Addition of 4.0 ml (1 M) NaOH to a stirred aqueous solution of C0CI2 · 6H2O (0.477 g, 2.00 mmol) in 6.0 ml H 2 0 produced a pale red precipitate. On standing, the initial pale red precipitate rapidly turned blue and finally dark green. After centrifugation, the dark green precipitate was added to a stirred aqueous solution of azelaic acid (0.37 g, 2.00 mmol) in 10 ml H 2 0 and adjusted to pH = 5.0 by dropwise addition of NaOH (1 M). The resulting mixture was then loaded into a 23 ml teflon-lined stainless steel autoclave, which was heated at 438 Κ for 4 days. After cooling and filtration, the filtrate was allowed to stand at room temperature and rose-colored plate-like crystals grew in two weeks (yield: ca. 24% based on the initial C0CI2 · 6H2O input). Analysis: calc. for C18H52C02O20 (%) -C, 30.60; H, 7.42; found -C, 30.52; H, 7.59. IR data as well as TG/DTA results are included in the deposited CIF file. 
Discussion
The crystal structure of the title compound consists of crystal water molecules and dinuclear cyclic [Co(H20)4]2L2 complex molecules with H 2 L = HOOC-(CH 2 ) 7 -COOH. The complex molecules centered at the cystallographic 2a position are crystallographically imposed by a 2Jm symmetry with two-fold axis through two Co atoms (figure, top). The complex molecules are generated from two [Co(H20)4] 2+ moieties bridged by two azelaate anions, (CgHuO^2 -, forming 24-membered ring (figure, middle). The Co atoms are in octahedral sites defined by six oxygen atoms of four aqua ligands and two azelaato groups. The Co-O bond distances to the carboxylato 0(2) atoms are 2.071(2) A, practically identical with those of2.070(2) A to the axial aqua 0(4) atoms, but significantly smaller than those of 2. [CO(H20)4]2(C9HI404)2· 4H20 Table 3 . Atomic coordinates and displacement parameters (in A"). 
